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This edition is prepared for easy and convenient reference only. Should
errors occur, the contents of this book will be interpreted by the
President according to the official minutes of meetings of this
Association. The Handbook is published every two (2) years and any
changes to the constitution that are approved during even numbered
seasons will be incorporated in the copy posted on the web site.

The Playing Rules of this Association are published in a separate booklet
and may be obtained from the Executive Director of any Hockey Canada
Branch, from any office of Hockey Canada or from Hockey Canada’s web
site.
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EE.. TTEEAAMMSS,, CCLLUUBBSS AANNDD AAFFFFIILLIIAATTIIOONNSS
11.. DDeeffiinniittiioonn ooff ““tteeaammss”” ffoorr rreeggiissttrraattiioonn ppuurrppoosseess:: 

aa)) aa ggrroouupp ooff tteeaamm ooffffiicciiaallss,, aatt lleeaasstt oonnee ooff wwhhoomm mmuusstt bbee aa ccooaacchh,, wwiitthh aallll
ccooaacchheess mmeeeettiinngg BBrraanncchh cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn aanndd SSppeeaakk OOuutt rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss,, aanndd
oonnee ooff wwhhoomm mmuusstt bbee qquuaalliiffiieedd iinn tthhee HHoocckkeeyy CCaannaaddaa SSaaffeettyy PPrrooggrraamm
((HHTTCCPP iinn OOnnttaarriioo))..  ((DDooeess nnoott aappppllyy ttoo SSeenniioorr RReeccrreeaattiioonnaall tteeaammss aanndd
SSeenniioorr tteeaammss tthhaatt ddoo nnoott ccoommppeettee iinn NNaattiioonnaall oorr RReeggiioonnaall CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp
ccoommppeettiittiioonn,, aatt tthhee ddiissccrreettiioonn ooff tthhee iinnddiivviidduuaall BBrraanncchheess))..

AAnndd eeiitthheerr

bb)) ii.. aa ggrroouupp ooff nnoott lleessss tthhaann ffiifftteeeenn ((1155)) rreeggiisstteerreedd ppllaayyeerrss,, aatt lleeaasstt ttwwoo ((22))
ooff wwhhoomm mmuusstt bbee ggooaalltteennddeerrss,, wwhhoo aarree qquuaalliiffiieedd iinn oonnee ((11)) DDiivviissiioonn
aanndd ccaatteeggoorryy uunnddeerr HHoocckkeeyy CCaannaaddaa rreegguullaattiioonnss ggoovveerrnniinngg aaggee,, aanndd
ootthheerr rreegguullaattiioonnss uupp ttoo tthhee mmaaxxiimmuumm nnuummbbeerr pprroovviiddeedd bbyy HHoocckkeeyy
CCaannaaddaa rreegguullaattiioonnss ffoorr tteeaammss eelliiggiibbllee ffoorr RReeggiioonnaall oorr NNaattiioonnaall
CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp.. 
OOrr

iiii.. wwhheerree tthhaatt tteeaamm ddooeess nnoott ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn eeiitthheerr aa RReeggiioonnaall oorr NNaattiioonnaall
CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp,, aa mmiinniimmuumm nnuummbbeerr ooff rreeggiisstteerreedd ppllaayyeerrss wwiillll bbee
aauutthhoorriizzeedd bbyy tthhee BBrraanncchh..

NNOOTTEE:: For the purpose of Playing Rule 16 (a), the minimum is six (6)
players.

c) For the purpose of Regulation E, a/p refers to those players from club
teams, affiliated teams, or specially affiliated players when such player(s)
are participating with a higher Division/category team.

2. It is the responsibility of the Branch to ensure that every team competing in
any series conducted by this Association shall be a member of this
Association.

3. A team shall become a member of this Association by taking up membership
in the Branch within whose territorial jurisdiction such team is situated. The
Executive Committee of the Branch may in its discretion accept or refuse the
application of any team.

4. A team shall annually and when changes occur, keep the Branch in which it
is registered informed of the names and addresses of:

a) Its President;
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NNUUMMBBEERR OOFF GGAAMMEESS AA PPLLAAYYEERR MMAAYY PPLLAAYY IINN HHIIGGHHEERR DDIIVVIISSIIOONNSS 
OORR CCAATTEEGGOORRIIEESS
35. a) A player of a team of a lower Division or category of the same club, or of

an affiliated team, or a specially affiliated player, may play for a team or
teams of higher Divisions and categories at any time, but if he plays more
than five (5) league and/or play-off games after January 10 with a team or
teams in any higher Divisions or categories, he shall not be allowed to
compete any further in the Division or category for which he is registered
in the same season. Should a player play more than five (5) games with a
team or teams in still higher Divisions and categories, than he shall accord-
ingly disqualify himself from playing any further in lower Divisions and cat-
egories. For goaltender exceptions see B.41, E.36 (b).

b) Exhibition and/or tournament games, which are not part of regular league
games or play-off games, are excluded from the number of games
referred to in E.35 (a).

36. a) No new registration is required or shall be issued for players so advanc-
ing, and such players are not numbered among such higher Division/cat-
egory teams twenty five (25), or twenty-one (21), twenty (20), or nineteen
(19), as applicable, registered players. (Regulation K- Imports)

b) Appearance of a registered player's name on the official game report of a
game shall be considered participation in the game except in the case of
an alternate goalkeeper, in which case actual participation only shall be
considered as taking part in the game, and such participation shall be spe-
cially noted on the official game report.

c) A Non North-American import is ineligible to advance to a team of a high-
er Division or category as an affiliate regardless of the number of Non
North-American imports on the higher Division/category team.

d) A player, who is granted an appeal to register in Minor Hockey in a Branch
other than their home Branch or country, is ineligible to advance to a
team of a higher division or category as an affiliate player.

37. Affiliated players used by a higher Division/category team in a game, shall be
designated on the official game report by the use of the symbol “AP” after
their name on the players line-up or roster.

38. Such players remain members of the lower Division/category team.

39. A team of a higher Division or category may not use an affiliated player prior
to receiving consent of the team with which the affiliated player is registered.



GGEENNEERRAALL AAFFFFIILLIIAATTIIOONN PPRROOCCEEDDUURREESS
29. Notwithstanding E.10, E.11, and E.12, Major Junior Hockey teams operating

in the Western Hockey League, Ontario Hockey League and Quebec Major
Junior Hockey League may affiliate players registered on Hockey Canada
teams in accordance with agreements reached between the respective
Leagues and respective Branches.

30. a) Teams from different Divisions and/or categories competing within the
same league are not permitted to affiliate between themselves.

b) In a Senior League which consists of teams registered Senior AAA,
Senior AA and/or Senior, notwithstanding Regulation E.30 (a) a higher
category team participating in that league may affiliate with a lower
category team participating in that league, but such higher category
team may not access a player from a lower category affiliated team while
such higher category team is still in league competition.

31. All such affiliations permitted under E.9 to E.19 inclusive, shall terminate at
the end of the current playing season, and may not be altered during the cur-
rent playing season. If an affiliation agreement is broken during the current
playing season, the higher Division or category team shall not be allowed to
use any of the affiliated team's players, nor will they be permitted to have a
replacement-affiliated team.

32. In all affiliations permitted by preceding regulations in Regulation E, the writ-
ten agreement between teams involved in any one affiliation, shall be filed no
later then December 15, by the affiliated higher Division/category team with
its Branch Executive Director. However, no player is permitted to play for the
higher Division or category team before such written agreement is filed with
the Branch Executive Director.

33. The names of all affiliated teams shall be filed by the Branch Executive
Director with the President of Hockey Canada no later than December 30 by
fax. (The requirement to file the names of these affiliated teams with Hockey
Canada would only be applicable for those teams, which are entering Hockey
Canada Regional or National Championships).

34. Non-compliance with paragraphs E.15 and E.33 will result in the loss of affil-
iation privileges for the current season.
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CCLLUUBB SSYYSSTTEEMM AAFFFFIILLIIAATTIIOONN ((JJUUNNIIOORR//MMIINNOORR MMAALLEE//FFEEMMAALLEE))
20. a) A club is defined as a local Minor Hockey Association operated and con-

trolled by a duly elected Executive or Board of Directors, the members of
which shall designate from among themselves, the persons referred to in
E.4.

b) However Branches may at their discretion adopt an internal policy as to
the definition of a club and its signing Officers within the confines of a
geographical sub-division.

21. a) A club may operate teams in one (1) or more of the following Divisions:
Junior (excluding Major Junior), Juvenile, Midget, Bantam, Pee Wee,
Atom, Novice, Initiation.

b) A team operating within a club, shall be known as a “Club Team”.

22. The movement of players within a club, shall only be to a team in a higher
Division/category.

23. All club teams shall be located in the same geographic sub-division as estab-
lished by the Branch.

24. If two existing club structures amalgamate, one of the existing club structures
must be disbanded, and the players of the disbanded structure shall be
dealt with in accordance with G.1.

25. If a club intends to form a team of a higher division or of a higher category of
the same division the following season, it must notify its Branch Executive
Director, and all of its registered players by registered mail by May 1, in order
to protect its right to overage players for the following season.

26. A club shall annually and when changes occur keep the Branch in which it is
registered, informed of the names and addresses of (a) its President, (b) its
Secretary; and (c) the two (2) persons that the President and Secretary may
designate as signing Officers for the purpose of releasing a player.

27. All lists, declarations or other submissions made on behalf of a club, shall be
signed by the President and Secretary of the club involved or by the desig-
nated Officers as provided by E.26.

28. The names of all club teams, from which Junior club teams may draw play-
ers, shall be filed by the Branch Executive Director with the President of
Hockey Canada no later than December 30 by fax. Non compliance will
result in the loss of club team privileges for the current season.
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team's designated geographic sub-division, as defined and approved by
the team's Branch.

b) A geographic subdivision may include a city, town, municipality, rural
area or zone as established from time to time by a Branch within its own
jurisdiction.

c) A player is only permitted to participate as an affiliated player with one
Minor hockey team of a higher division or category during a playing sea-
son. Prior to participation as an affiliated player, the player's name
must appear on the team's affiliation list filed within the Branch.

14. A Specially Affiliated Player shall not be permitted to play for the selecting
team until his Hockey Canada card has been endorsed by the Branch
Executive Director as being a specially affiliated player. Such endorsement
may not be given by that Branch Executive Director, before the written con-
sent from both teams involved in the affiliation is filed with that Branch
Executive Director.

15. Once a player's Hockey Canada rreeggiissttrraattiioonn has been endorsed by the
Branch Executive Director as being a specially affiliated player, his name
becomes part of the selecting team's list of specially affiliated players and
may not be dropped from such list during the current season and replaced,
unless the team with wwhhiicchh hhee rreeggiisstteerreedd releases him on or before January
10. The Branch Executive Director may not endorse specially affiliated play-
er's registration after January 15. On that date, the Branch Executive
Director shall draw up the final list of the specially affiliated players and file
said list with Hockey Canada no later then January 25 (for circumstances
under which players are released see Regulation H).

16. No player is permitted to be part of more than one (1) specially affiliated play-
ers’ list at any one time during the current season.

17. A player, registered with a team which has a “team to team” affiliation with a
higher Division/category team may not be selected as a specially affiliated
player.

18. Once a player has been selected as a specially affiliated player, the team with
which that player is registered may not enter into a “team on team” affiliation
agreement with a higher Division/category team.

19. An affiliated player must have the approval of his/her carded team.
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d) A Junior team within a club system may also have an affiliated team as
per regulation E.9 (a) providing the category of the affiliated team is not
represented in the original club system.

TTEEAAMM TTOO TTEEAAMM AAFFFFIILLIIAATTIIOONN
10. a) A team may only have one affiliated team.

b) A Minor team may have affiliated one team only from within the team's
designated geographic sub-division, as defined and approved by the
Branch.

c) A Junior or Senior team may have as its one (1) affiliated team, a lower cat-
egory team in the Junior Division situated anywhere within its Branch.

d) A Junior or Senior team may have as its one affiliated team, a team from
a lower Division which is situated within the geographic sub-division
from which the selecting team operates.

e) A Senior male team may not affiliate with a Major Junior team, University
team, or College team.

11. Notwithstanding E.10 (d), a Junior B team may affiliate with the next closest
minor hockey team for which an affiliation is available, providing all the fol-
lowing apply:

a) There is no carded Juvenile or Midget team in their local Minor Hockey
Association and;

b) That the selected Minor Hockey team outside their geographic subdivision
is not affiliated with any other team of a higher division or category and
there is no other affiliation available to that Minor hockey team in its own
geographic subdivision.

SSPPEECCIIAALLLLYY AAFFFFIILLIIAATTEEDD PPLLAAYYEERRSS
12. Branches may at their discretion adopt the following affiliation system;

Junior/Senior (Senior Female only) teams that are permitted to have one affil-
iated team under Regulation E.10 (a) may, if they wish and in lieu of one (1)
affiliated team have nineteen (19) specially affiliated players of whom at
least two (2) must be goaltenders, from lower Division or category teams
operating in the geographic sub-division in which the selecting team oper-
ates, providing that all players and teams are properly registered with the
Branch.

13. a) A Minor hockey team may affiliate nineteen (19) players from within the
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b) Its Secretary; and
c) The two (2) persons that the President and Secretary may designate as

signing Officers for the purpose of release of a player.

5. All lists, declarations or other submissions made on behalf of a team shall be
signed by the President and Secretary of the team involved or by the desig-
nated signing Officers as referred to in E.4 (c).

6. a) A team registered either Major Junior or Junior A in the preceding year
shall annually declare itself operative in the same category of the same
Division as of September 1, for the current season, in order to retain title
to its players. Such declaration shall be made to the Branch Executive
Director and communicated by letter to the Hockey Canada President by
September 15.

b) In the case of Senior AAA and Senior AA teams, declaration shall be made
to the Branch Executive Director and communicated to the Hockey
Canada President no later than October 1.

7. After September 15 for Major Junior and Junior A and October 1 for Senior
AAA and Senior AA teams, the Branch shall have the right to take action to
free players of a team, which, in the opinion of the Branch, has no intention
of operating during the current season.

8. Membership in this Association shall imply the acceptance of the Articles, By-
Laws, Regulations, Policies and Playing Rules of this Association.

AAFFFFIILLIIAATTIIOONN
PURPOSE: To provide an opportunity for higher Division or category teams to dress
the maximum number of players allowable for a game in accordance with the
Playing Rules.

9. Teams may use one of the following systems of affiliation.

a) Team-to-Team Affiliation. Applicable to all divisions, Senior, (male and
female) Junior, Minor and Minor Female. Please refer to Regulation E.10
- 11 for further information and procedures.

b) Specially Affiliated players. Applicable to Senior Female, Junior, Minor and
Minor Female Divisions only. Please refer to Regulation E.12 - 19 for fur-
ther information and procedures.

c) Club System. Applicable to Junior, Minor and Minor Female Divisions only.
Please refer to Regulation E.20 - 28 for further information and procedures.
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